
Seeding a Sustainable Future

Opportunities for Investment



About AgNext

Colorado State University AgNext serves as a crossroads for producers, supply chain
partners, and researchers, coming together to drive innovation and sustainability in
animal agriculture. Our mission extends beyond research—we are deeply invested in
shaping the next generation of industry leaders. 

Graduate students are the future leaders of the livestock industry and the backbone of
AgNext. Their passion, dedication, and creativity advance our mission daily. We are
seeking dedicated and forward-thinking industry partners to invest in our graduate
students.

Our work to investigate sustainable solutions for the livestock industry’s toughest
challenges is dependent on recruiting and retaining high-caliber graduate students.
AgNext is “soft-funded” meaning our research, including graduate student support, is not
covered by the Colorado State University general budget; but rather, fueled by public
grant and private financial support. As a result, the recent pause in federal research
funding has seriously impacted our ability to fund our current and incoming graduate
students and meet research demands on behalf of industry stakeholders. 

Through AgNext, Colorado State University is shaping scientists, educators, industry
leaders, and change-makers of the future. Their contributions will yield advances in food
security, environmental stewardship, and economic development across communities in
our nation and globally. They are invaluable.

A Critical Need



Graduate students (both Masters and
Ph.D.) are at the heart of our research.
They are the “boots on the ground,”
conducting project-based analysis,
executing research deliverables, and
engaging in industry and community
education. Our students come from
diverse backgrounds, some rooted in
agriculture, others bringing fresh
perspectives. Uniting them is a deep
commitment to innovative livestock
systems and a shared vision for a more
sustainable future. 

We are seeking philanthropic investment
to support our AgNext graduate students:

Tuition and fees (2 years Masters/ 3 years Ph.D.) 
A competitive living stipend (2 years/ 3 years) 
Administrative support to ensure research 
deliverables (2 years/ 3 years)
Professional development, training, and travel 
costs 

INVESTMENT:
$120,000 (Masters Level)

$180,000 (Ph.D. Level)

Graduate Student Support
Masters or Ph.D.

Our vision that animal agriculture is a
sustainable component of our global
food system by providing economic,
social and environmental benefits to
Colorado, the Nation and the world will
be made possible by securing the long-
term financial resources to do this work.
AgNext is a flagship research center and
point-of-pride at Colorado State
University. 

We are committed to seeking enduring
financial support to maintain this
strength at CSU. As funding models shift,
it is critical to build and maintain an
endowment fund to safeguard against
public funding cuts. The Sustainable
Animal Agriculture Endowment Fund will
insulate AgNext; allowing us to conduct
industry-critical research with financial
resilience. A philanthropic investment in
this fund demonstrates confidence in
the future of animal agriculture and
aligns your values with AgNext’s guiding
pillars of sustainability. 

Partnership Opportunity

Sustainable Animal Agriculture
Endowment Fund 

ADDITIONAL INVESTMENT:
$25,000+

*These scholars can bear the name of their 
financial partner



Partner Recognition
To celebrate this support, we will recognize partners  through public acknowledgement,
feature stories, and exclusive updates on student(s) progress. This philanthropic
investment creates a legacy and aligns your mission with the critical work of AgNext—
and we are beyond grateful for this support. 

Make an Investment
We invite partners to consider combined financial support:  sponsorship of a graduate
student, and also, a philanthropic investment in The Sustainable Animal Agriculture
Endowment Fund. These investments can be paid over three years and are tax
deductible to the full extent of the law. 

Contact
For more information, or to make a commitment, please contact:

Kim Stackhouse-Lawson, Director CSU AgNext
kim.stackhouse-lawson@colostate.edu

Brendan McCrann, Managing Director of Development, College of Agricultural Sciences
brendan.mccrann@colostate.edu




